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256 Book Reviews 

expression. The editor and his collaborators have gathered them from 
a wide range. Not only every part of Europe, but Malta, Palestine, Ice- 
land, and the East Indies have made their contribution. The legends 
and sayings are compactly presented in German, with variant forms, if 
such exist, and full references to the sources. There is an extended 
bibliography, and an index makes the book easy of consultation. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed 
The University op Chicago 



Zum aegyptischen Grimdbiichwesen in romischer Zeit. Unter- 
suchungen auf Grund der griechischen Papyri. Von Otto 
Eger, Dr. Jub. Leipzig: Teubner, 1909. Pp. viii + 212. 
$1.67. 

The Greek papyri discovered in such abundance in Egypt in recent 
years have thrown much light upon many phases of Egyptian life under 
the Ptolemies and the Roman Empire. A great many of them relate to 
the somewhat intricate system of land tenure under which the soil of 
Egypt was tilled so advantageously to the Empire. Eger has examined 
a wide range of published papyri in the effort to elicit their testimony as 
to this land system, particularly as reflected in the land registries which 
played an important part in it under the Romans. In these record 
offices (j8ij8Xio^«at) were preserved documents establishing the legal 
status of every piece of land within their jurisdiction. The Romans had 
inherited from the Ptolemaic administration of Egypt an extended classifi- 
cation of lands: yrj j8a(riAi/cij or Srj/juxria, yrj oi(TUXKrj, yr) tepa, yrj jrpocroSou, 

yrj ISuotikt), and KaTouaKos KXrjpoi. Obviously much of this land was 
hardly subject to sale, but everything relating to the private and catoecic 
lands— mortgages, purchases, inheritances, or other transfers — had to be 
reported to the fiifiXuxfrvXaKes for record. In the fiifiXioOrJKrj the legal 
situation of each parcel was thus steadily reflected. The details of these 
situations are carefully worked out by Eger on the basis of some 600 
papyri, mostly of the Roman period. A valuable feature in the Roman 
land-office was its accessibility to private persons, who might thus satisfy 
themselves as to the condition of a piece of property before leasing or 
purchasing it on what might have proved false representations. The 
land-office was thus quite as truly a benefit to the individual as to the 
state. Eger has made a thorough and accurate study of his materials, 
and his work illustrates the way in which the now multiplying papyri 
illumine ancient life. An index would have added much to the useful- 
ness of the book. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed 
The University op Chicago 



